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El Ferrol was impregnable. But England did not abandon
her determination. She blockaded it, watched over it, stalked
it; and in 1800 Putney sailed with 153000 troops to the con-
quest of El Ferrol. The landing ended in tragedy. The
people of El Ferrol, and perhaps Divine Providence, which
keeps watch over them, decreed that the attempt should end
in disaster.
The first half of the nineteenth century witnessed the de-
cline of the power of El Ferrol. Even its promise seemed to
have vanished. The poor boats of Spain were but phantoms
fleeing over the seas, leaving a wake behind that seemed
more like streamers of a shroud. A succession of wars, insur-
rections, and conspiracies had so impoverished the National
Treasury that the state found it impossible to pay its em-
ployees their wages. And without wages. El Ferrol was a city
condemned to starvation.
About 1847, when the Marquis of Molms assumed
charge of the Ministry of the Navy, El Ferrol came to life
again from its ashes, and the cycle of its misfortunes was
ended. Its dry-docks were repaired. New shipyards, light-
houses, and moles were put up, and the structures of the
Navy Yard were rebuilt. The first steam-engine factory in
the history of the Spanish Navy was built; and its comple-
ment, new shipyards. Once again El Ferrol was the scene of
launching celebrations, events that had persisted only in the
memory of its oldest inhabitants. In 1853 the Rey Francisco
de Asis (King Francis of Assisi) had been launched into the
water. For fifty years there had been no such occurrence.
The city felt the beneficent influence of its straining ship-
yards, and was happy. It kept on giving its sons to the navy,
and in its homes there was always the assurance that no
vocation inspired by the sea should come to naught.
At this time there was living in El Ferrol a certain Fran-
cisco Franco Vietti, a son of mariners, a grandson and great-